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The mission of Grace Classical Academy is to provide an 
education designed to help our children know the love, 
grace, truth, and holiness of our glorious God and, from 
this understanding, strive for excellence in knowledge, 
wisdom, and service. 

 
Congratulations to the Senior  

Class of 2018! 
 

Our final newsletter is a celebration of the seniors of 2018. We 
interviewed each one, asking for their thoughts, memories, and advice. 

Enjoy! 

Eden Barnhouse 
 
Eden joined GCA in Kindergarten, 13 years ago, and   
intends to enroll at Abilene Christian University in      
Abilene, TX. Concerning this decision, she says, ñI plan 
on following the Lord and listening carefully for (and to) 
Him. Right now, He is leading me to Abilene, Texas, for 
my freshman year at Abilene Christian University, but I 
pray that I would be flexible and follow Him when he 
calls me.ò 
 
When asked about advice she would offer to future GCA students, Eden 
encouraged students to involve themselves at every opportunity: ñBe   
involved in everything that you have a passion for. Whether it is in 
school, church, theater, dance, math, science, friendships, or anything in 
between, find outlets for all of those things and run wild and crazy with 
them. Explore the things you love with the people you love and figure out 
new parts of who you are. You wonôt have it all figured out by the time 
you graduate, so enjoy the journey rather than rushing to find out if 
youôve won any prizes.ò 
 
Eden, you are an incredible student. May God prosper you at ACU! 

Inside  

Katanomen: 
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Emma Barnhouse 
 
Emma began her GCA journey in Kindergarten with Mrs. 
Flores. Her journey has brought her both fantastic      
memories and friends. One of her stories best exemplifies 
this. ñA favorite memory of mine is from February of   
junior year. A couple of days before Valentineôs Day, the 
girls in the class decided that we wanted to celebrate 
Galentineôs day. If you donôt know what this holiday is, it 
is when you gather a group of girlfriends to celebrate your 
love for each other on the day before Valentineôs day. 
However clich® it may sound, we were determined to make an event of it. We 
decided that, because Galentineôs would fall on a Monday that year, we had    
better play it safe and celebrate on the day of...at five oôclock in the morning. 
Surprisingly, everyone showed up on time, and the breakfast festivities began. 
The one condition of the pre-daylight party was that no one was expected to 
come in anything other than their PJs. It was also decided that when we go to 
school that morning, we would tell Kylie we would all wear our PJs under our 
skirts. We were not. So, clad in fleece pajama pants and a khaki skirt, Kylie 
shamefully walked past the watchful eye of the teachers as she explained that 
she would take them off as soon as she got inside. Kylie, being the good sport 
she is, gave us a thoroughly hard time for making her do such an embarrassing 
thing, then laughed at the videos from the ordeal right along with the rest of us. I 
remember being so appreciative that my classmates would sacrifice their time 
and sleep to honor each other in such a way, and that such a humorous memory 
arose from it all.ò 
 
Emma will be attending Abilene Christian University in the fall of 2018, but she 
also has some advice for the next wave of GCA students. ñHaving a bad day is 
okay. Itôs all right not to have everything together or be this perfectly             
presentable human at all times. Everyone has weaknesses.  Maybe math or    
science isnôt your thing, or you have to write another paper that isnôt going to 
score as high as some of your peersô work. Be humbled by that. Allow people to 
see that you arenôt always put together, punctual, or prepared for the day. Bad 
days sneak up on you, and sometimes you have bad weeks. Remember where 
your identity lies and, as Mr. Bradley often reminds our class, óKnow who you 
are.ô Seasons of weakness come and go, but never forget that you are more than 
the bad day you are having. At some point in time, you will be the strength of  
someone else when they have none left. Keep yourself and your classmates   
accountable to each other, and you will understand the power of grace.ò 
 
Emma, thank you for investing yourself in GCA. May you continue to grow in 
grace and truth!   
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Shelby Cron 
 
Shelby began at GCA in 1st Grade. She has been accepted into Evangel University and plans to 
study psychology. She says, ñThey have an excellent psychology department with professors 
who genuinely care about their students and what they are teaching, much like our GCA staff 
and faculty.ò 
 
With the idea of ñgenuinely caring,ò Shelbyôs favorite GCA memories revolve around the care 
she has felt from her GCA family. ñTo be completely honest, the first things that came to my 
mind about my favorite memories were times when we all simply prayed for each other and 
cried together. It really emphasized that familial aspect of GCA and the desire to connect with 

one another. Also, I am most thankful for the small class sizes where I literally could not go a day without  
seeing everyone in my grade. We have all become very close and more vulnerable with each other, deepening 
our relationships year by year.ò 
 
We asked Shelby what advice she would give her 7th grade self if she could travel through time. She has some 
of the best advice for any 7th grader: ñYouôre not cool. Stop trying to be.ò 
 
Shelby, it has been a joy to have you in class. May God bless you and keep you. 
 
Caleb Cullins 
 
Caleb joined GCA in 2nd grade, and plans to attend OTC in the fall. One of his favorite    
memories is from Mr. Moss and the discipleship class. ñOne time in discipleship class, Mr. 
Moss said that he would attempt a front flip. So the next class period was spent outside with 
people trying to do front flips in the grass. It ended with Mr. Moss slamming onto the ground           
unsuccessfully.ò 
 
Calebôs advice to future high school students is brief but valuable. ñIf I were coming to this 
school again as a high schooler,  I would say just get your work done when it is assigned. Also, 
make sure to get in some fun while you are in school. You wonôt ever get this time back.ò 
 
Caleb, thanks for your time at GCA. May you continue to grow in your walk with God! 
 
Kristi Draschil 

 
Kristi began attending GCA in the 5th grade. She has been accepted into College of the Ozarks 
and intends to study music and childhood education. 
 
Kristi has been greatly impacted by Mr. Hydeôs classes while at GCA. She says, ñMr. Hyde has 
really impacted who I am in the Lord and what my spiritual walk should look like. He is so   
incredibly patient with everyone and shows his love for Christ just by showing others kindness 
and love. An example of this was from my junior year. I had been wrestling with the Lord and 
had turned my back on Him during a trial in my own life. Although I thought I could walk 
through the toughest time of my life alone, God had different plans. He used Mr. Hyde, as well 

as my classmates, to tell me that I am not alone in this fight against the devil and I shouldnôt be running from 
Him, but instead I should be running for Him. The Holy Spiritôs presence filled the room and it brought me to 
tears. I knew right then that I should be walking with God through the trial.ò 
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Kristi also has helpful advice for future GCA students. ñI would tell them to be who they are in the Lord.     
Remember that your classmates and teachers are human too. They make mistakes just like you. Your job is to 
not get fired up and start drama but be patient with them and show the kindness and respect you would want. 
Jesus showed you that same courtesy. Why wouldnôt you?ò 
 
Kristi, it has been a joy to watch you grow and mature. May you continue to serve the Lord and use your gifts 
for His kingdom! 
 
Brooke Edney 

Brooke has been at GCA since Pre-K. She will attend Missouri State University in the 
fall and hopes to transfer to Texas Tech to pursue nursing. When she thinks about her 
life in the next ten years, she hopes ñto be a registered nurse at a major children's      
hospital. I would be 29 years old and most likely a wife and mother to two or three kids.     
Imagining my life in ten years is exciting and a little bit scary. My choice of college and 
profession will determine where I will be in ten years. As of right now, I rest in the 
knowledge that my God is in control.ò 
 
One aspect of GCA that Brooke is grateful for is her teachers. ñThe amount of time that they dedicate to their 
students will always stick with me. They genuinely care about each and every student in their classes. Teachers 
like Mr. Hyde, Mr. Shawhan, and Mr. Bradley have always pushed me to do everything to the best of my   
ability and for the glory of my Creator. They have integrated Christ into every subject they teach and I am so 
thankful for that foundation I can now grow upon.ò 
 
Brooke, the halls will not be the same without your smile. May you continue to walk with the Savior and push 
yourself to grow in holiness! 
 
Cayce Edney 

Cayce began at GCA in Pre-K. Upon graduation, Cayce plans, ñto pursue a degree in             
elementary education and become a teacher. I absolutely love being involved with kidsô lives, 
and my desire is to teach kids who are from unstable and ungodly homes. I want to give at-risk 
kids a solid, stable, and Christian foundation in order to help them in the present and the future. 
As of now, I am very likely to attend OTC for one or two years, and then finish my degree at 
either Evangel or Missouri State.ò 

Cayce has spent a significant amount of time investing in the elementary children of GCA. He 
says, ñSome of my fondest memories that I will carry with me are all of the days that I went out 
and pushed the younger kids on the swings. It was so enjoyable to put a smile on their faces and 

just have fun interacting with them. Playing with the younger kids may be what I'll miss the most.ò 

Cayce, the playground kids will miss you, too! It has been fantastic to see you use your gifts, and may you  
continue to do so to advance His kingdom! 

Ryan Edney 

Ryan also began at GCA in Pre-K. He plans to attend MSU to study business and entrepreneurship.  In regards 

òThey have integrated Christ into every subject they teach and I am so thankful for that 

foundation I can now grow upon.ó Brooke Edney 
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to Ryanôs favorite GCA memories, he says, ñsome of my best   
memories at GCA are hymn sings in Mrs. Prattôs 2nd grade class, 
Mrs. Loydôs bug collection assignments in 5th grade,                   
Mrs. Winklerôs 7th grade science class and geography reports,    
Mrs. Tolbertôs incredibly fun physics class, and Mr. Cymbalukôs 
push-up challenge.ò 
 
Ryan has some important advice for the next set of GCA students. 
ñTo the new wave of students I would say, this education is what 
you make it. Work hard, take opportunities, be proactive, and enjoy it. This         
education is incredibly valuable if you take advantage of it. Donôt simply coast 
through.ò 
 
Ryan, buy and sell to the glory of God! I am excited to see what you are up to ten 
years from now. 
 
Julianna (Joonie) Frazier 

Joonie has attended GCA since first grade. She plans to enroll at 
MSU in the fall but is undecided for a major. She says, ñI'm         
interested in journalism, professional writing, art and design, and I 
may look into dental hygiene. 

Joonie is full of GCA stories, and it is a treat to read them. ñMany of 
the things that are most memorable to me are the things that         
happened on ordinary school days. Mrs. Mostert (1st grade teacher) 
would always call us her ólittle angels.ô I think I ran so much at     
recess that year that I have permanently damaged my legs.           

Mrs. Garfield (2nd grade) would turn out the lights and read Leepike Ridge to us; 
one of the characters always ate sardines, so one day Mrs. Garfield introduced us to 
a can of these tiny fishðalong with the horrific stench! When her husband would 
come in for lunch, he would always wear a superman shirt under his dress shirt and 
do the moonwalk for usðwe thought it was magic. No one could ever forget the 
sound of Mr. Pearlstein (3rd grade teacher) saying óShoulders!ô every time we had 
to get in line. I will never forget the time in 4th grade (with Mrs. Morris) when we 
were assigned to write our most detailed instructions of óHow to Make a Peanut 
Butter & Jelly Sandwich.ô Whenever she made us each a sandwich according to our 
own instructions, we quickly realized how lacking in detail we were. óOh no,ô I 
thought, as I watched her stick her hand in the peanut butter jar, óI forgot to write 
that you use a knife and spoon.ô Some of my fellow, un-detailed classmates and I 
enjoyed a hand-smeared PB&J that afternoon. In 5th grade, we had many, many 
four-square and kickball games with Mrs. Loyd. I am so, so thankful for            
Mrs. Burrell (6th grade teacher) who helped us memorize the book of James in 
song. To this day, every time someone reads a passage of James in class, we end up 
singing it! At the end of every recess, Mr. Browne (assistant teacher) and I would 
race to óthe yellow lineô (now, the white line by the awning); regardless if he would 
slow down to let me win, I'd still like to say I'm pretty sure I won most of the time. 
With 7th grade came Mrs. Winkler's science experiments andðyesðMinions! 
Once, in geography class, I was assigned to do a powerpoint on Belgium and I got 
to make Belgian waffles for the class! Eighth grade was the joyous year when    
several of us went from glasses to contacts and metal-mouthed to brace-free! In 9th 
grade, Mr. Cymbaluk would challenge our class with difficult, ethical questions 




