
This is a reprint of a paper written by Destin Harrison, a 
current GCA high school student, on the Life of Christ.  
The paper is based on the following Scriptures:  John 
18:10-11, 15-18, & 25-27 (ESV). 
 

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the 

high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s 

name was Malchus.)  So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 

into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has 

given me?”...Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 

disciple.  Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he 

entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but 

Peter stood outside at the door.  So the other disciple, who 

was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the 

servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter 

in.  The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are 

not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”  He said, “I am 

not.”  Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal 

fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warm-

ing themselves.  Peter also was with them, standing and 

warming himself...Now Simon Peter was standing and 

warming himself.  So they said to him, “You also are not one 

of his disciples, are you?”  He denied it and said, “I am not.”  

One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man 

whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the 

garden with him?”  Peter again denied it, and at once a 

rooster crowed. 

Many of us use the phrase “I would rather die”  meaninglessly; but 

whenever it comes to some things, we honestly rather would.  It seems to 

some of us that to die a death of glory, fighting for something  
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that we believe in, would be much preferable to living a life of obedient (and 

possibly uncomfortable) labor.  After all, all of the heroes and mighty men who 

are remembered today, gave their lives up dying for a cause—whether it was 

for freedom, their faith, or country.  But we don’t often give much respect to 

those who gave their lives up living for a cause.  The William Wallaces, Robin 

Hoods, and Leonidas—like martyrs are much more fun to read stories about 

and watch in movies.  To join their ranks would be an honor, for any assertive 

man or woman in our day.  Those who go about their lives actually living, how-

ever, are much less revered and respected for their deeds.  Martin Luther may 

indeed be remembered, but in our day, he could not hold a candle to the ado-

ration provided to those such as Martin Luther King, Jr.—who have given their 

lives for something great in the eyes of the world.  And those such as Tony and 

Anna Gryskiewicz, or Paul and Mechthild Clark, who gave up nearly everything 

to do as God commanded, are known and respected only by their friends and 

family.  Yet they have not given up less than their lives for the sake of Christ’s 

calling—only their lives have not been taken in death; they have given their 

lives away so that they may live for Christ’s calling.  Where some give their lives 

in death for freedom or for family, they have given their lives, in new life, to 

obey what God has commanded.  Yet they are the ones who are forgotten, who 

are not remembered with respect or looked back on with admiration.  Even 

though they may not be adorned in the same manner, they have not made a 

decision of less worth or importance;  in fact, they have likely made a more 

difficult decision, to give up everything so that Christ may take them wherever 

He would, without cause for personal glory or respect. 

 Peter was ready to die for his Lord.  He rose up against an army of much 

greater numbers than the few disciples who were standing with him—and not 

fighting, at that.  Striking the servant of the high priest was, in those days, equal 

to the crime of striking the high priest himself.  This was a crime of almost cer-

tain capital punishment.  Yet Peter was not afraid to die fighting for his Messi-

ah.  He was ready to give up his life as those in tales of glory.  However, Christ 

asks of him something for which he is not prepared:  “Put your sword in its  
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So Jesus 

said to Peter, 

“Put your 

sword into 

its sheath; 

shall I not 

drink the cup 

that the 

Father has 

given me?” 

John 18:11 

(ESV) 
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sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”  Jesus had asked him to go on without Him, to 

watch Him die and continue to live out what he had been taught whenever He had been captured.  But no, 

Peter would rather die.  It is in this moment when Peter runs away in confusion, denying Christ, and cursing 

himself. 

 Dying may have been the easy option.  But God never calls us to take the easy way.  We must be 

ready to do whatever Christ asks us to do, no matter what He requires of us.  We may be able to say that we 

can die for Christ, and truthfully so.  But dying is not enough.  We must live for Christ in all that we do and 

follow wherever He would call. 

continued from pg.  2  

 

Quotes 
 

“Do not go one inch deeper in knowing 
the Word of God until you’ve taken one 

step farther in obeying the  
Word of God”  

~Mark Buchanan~ 
 
 

“Compassion is the ultimate  
apologetic.  There is no defense 

against it.” 
~Mark Batterson~ 

 
 

We are so excited to welcome 
our two new families—the 

Wheeler family  
(Welcome Ella and Livia!)  

and the Roos family  
(Welcome Esther, Charlotte, 

and Alexander!). 
  

 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.  So they said to him, 

“You also are not one of his disciples, are you?”  He denied it and said, “I am not.” 

One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off,  

asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”  Peter again denied it, 

and at once a rooster crowed.  — John 18:25-27 (ESV) 
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Staff Birthdays 

November 

8- Marion Winkler 

15 - Michale Nelson 

27 - Jill Sellers 

 

December 

5 - Robin Harrison 

11 - Curt Brannan 

27 - Grace Young 

January 

3 - Larry Larsen 

6 - Judy Daugherty 

16 - Nancy Greenwood 

20 - Lisa Loyd 

30 - Jedidiah Moss 

 

Meet Our Teachers & Staff 

            Mrs. Harrison–our amazing and original librarian–considers Springfield her 
              home town.  She graduated from Glendale High School and majored in  
           gerontology (the study of the elderly) at SMS.  Mrs. Harrison became  
         engaged to her husband while she was an intern of videography at KY3  
     news.  She considers herself the mother of four–Destin, Kiah, and her 
     two dogs (Valen and Jack).  She and her family have attended Grace  
        Classical Academy since 2002, and she has taught everything from Latin 
         and Greek to Kindergarten and K4.  The best thing Mrs. Harrison loves 
        about Grace is the family-like Christian atmosphere.  Being a librarian, 
          Mrs. Harrison's favorite genre of books are biographies, and she loves 
    eighteenth century romance movies; her favorite is Pride and  
    Prejudice.  She is the school uniform lady, and she cannot be overlooked 
               at the wacky dress-up days!  She loves to read and is an avid tap  
   dancer.  Not to be neglected, Mrs. Harrison is also a law-abiding citizen 
           having only received three traffic tickets in  her entire life!  This year Mrs. 
          Harrison is focusing her love of history by heading up the 1st-8th grade     
                     History Day.  Thank you for being an important part of GCA, Mrs. Harrison! 

Mrs. Robin Harrison 
by Joshua Isbell 

Thank you, Mrs. Harrison, for an AMAZING History Day! 
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2nd Grade Classes Visit Fantastic Caverns  

Mrs. Goswick’s 2nd Grade ClassMrs. Goswick’s 2nd Grade ClassMrs. Goswick’s 2nd Grade Class   

Mrs. Thompson’s 2nd Grade ClassMrs. Thompson’s 2nd Grade ClassMrs. Thompson’s 2nd Grade Class   
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History Day  

Praise Report and Matching Gift 

Because of the faithful support of those who contribute to GCA and continued increase in student en-
rollment (currently 210 students), the GCA Board approved a 5% increase for all employees for the 
2012-2013 school year.  Other improvements have been made possible as well.  Each classroom now 
has a projector and screen that are PC and iPad compatible.  Fifty new lockers were purchased, making 
it possible for each student from seventh grade through high school to have their own locker.  A new 
state of the art server has been installed, and currently bids are being taken for an alarm system that 
would allow instant notification for the entire campus of a fire, tornado, or intruder.  A key component 
making these improvements possible was a gift of the cost of labor and material for the installation of 
the projectors, screens, and lockers. 
 
One of our GCA grandparents has once again given a matching gift challenge for the 2012-2013 
school year.  Every dollar given will be matched with fifty cents.  The cap of $10,000 would allow 
GCA to receive $30,000 if $20,000 is given by the end of the current school year. 
 
All of these blessings we acknowledge as coming from the gracious hand of our Lord Jesus through 
His faithful and obedient servants.  We offer our praise and thanksgiving to Him. 
 
Mr. Vandiver 
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History Day  
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November 2012 
 

1 Tuition Due 
 

4  Daylight Savings Time 

 Ends 
 

8 High School History Day 
 

9 Uniform Order Day 

 

11 Veterans Day 
 

16 Fabulous Foot Day 
 

19-23 No School, Thanksgiving 

 Break 
 

22 Thanksgiving Day 

December 2012 
 

3 Tuition Due 
 

7 Choir Concert, 7 pm 
 

11-17 7th-12th Grade Finals 
 

18  End of 2nd Quarter 

 Christmas Dress Day 
 

19-31 No School, Christmas 

 Break 
 

25 Christmas Day 

January 2013 

 
1  New Year’s Day 

 

2 Tuition Due 

 

1-4 No School, Christmas 

 Break 
 

3-4 Teacher Training 
 

7 2nd Semester Begins 
 

24 Bowling Party, 6-8 pm 
 

25 Hat Day 


