
Why Turn Around? 
By Esther Vandiver  
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From that time Jesus began to preach, saying 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17 (ESV)  
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 Recently, while talking with an elementary 
class, I asked this question:  Does the Word of God—
His laws, His statutes, His precepts—put up a protec-

tive fence between us and evil?  They all agreed that it did.  There is a 
definite separation between good and evil.  Next I asked them to use 
their imagination and tell me what they envisioned the fence to be 
made of and what shape the fence took.  The descriptions of the 
fence differed greatly:  barbed wire, solid board, white picket, pearl, 
gold, etc.  But the fence’s shape and function fell in only two  
categories:  a straight fence, equally dividing all of good from all of 
evil, and a complete enclosure which fenced us in and evil out.  Well, 
I told them, I could imagine the fence to be made of most of the ma-
terials they had mentioned, but I could not agree with them on its 
shape or function. 
 I drew a straight vertical line on the board to represent the 
first type of fence.  The problem with this type of fence, I said, was 
that it seemed to divide an equal amount of good from an equal 
amount of evil.  When asked if this division seemed to accurately de-
scribe the way things are, they gave me a resounding  “No!”  If that is 
not true, I questioned, of which is there more:  good things to do or 
evil things to do?  “Evil.” they answered in chorus.  Ahh, I said, there 
again I would disagree with you.  I believe that there are infinitely 
more good things for us to do than evil.  Satan is not a creative being 
and his temptations to evil are relatively small and alike.  In fact, if 
each of us in this room, I said, could know all the things that we were 
tempted to do wrong, we would be shocked to discover how much 
alike our temptations were.  And people who give themselves over to  
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evil become more and more alike, not more and more unique.  On the 
other hand, those who belong to God and take on more and more of the 
nature of Christ become more and more unique and do very different 
things from each other.  Since God is so big, His children can be like Him 
and do His will, living out incredibly different variations of good! 
 When Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, how many 
things could they do that were wrong?  One.  How many things were 
there to do right?  The class rolled their collective eyes:  many, many!  
But, I imagined, if–before they had disobeyed God—they had climbed 
that tree and sat in the middle of the branches loaded with the forbidden 
fruit, things would have looked different.  They could have said, “I can’t 
eat that, or that, or that, or that. . .”  We would want to shout at them to 
simply get out of the tree! 
 I drew a rectangular fence on the board to represent the second 
type of fence and put x’s inside it to represent us.  Why do you think, I 
asked, that I don’t believe this type of fence represents God’s protection 
of us either?  The class understood that it represented the good as much 
smaller than the evil, and the evil, according to this drawing, extended 
out forever.  Right!  I erased the x’s and put them outside the fence.  This, 
I believe, is the shape and function of the fence that God’s Word protects 
us with.  It is the evil that is small.  His good Kingdom is infinite.  A prob-
lem comes when we, as the children of God, stand on the outside of the 
fence and keep our noses facing the inside of the fence.  Then we say 
things like, “I can’t do that, or that, or that, or that. . . .” 
 In the book of Matthew, the first word of Jesus after His victory 

over the temptations of Satan was “Repent” (English Standard Version, 

Matt. 4:17).  Now to repent means to turn around.  He wants us to turn 

around, turning our backs on the evil inside the fence.  Immediately, Je-

sus tells us why we should turn around.  He continues, “for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand!” (English Standard Version, Matt. 4:17).  For us, as 

His children, His death and resurrection has brought us back to the free-

dom of the garden:  “If the Son sets you free, you will be free in-

deed” (English Standard Version, John 8:36).  The forbidden is the small 

part, the good choices are infinite.  If you find yourselves continually re-

viewing all that you are forbidden to do, turn around and rejoice because 
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So if the 

Son sets 

you free, 

you will be 

free indeed. 

~John 8:36 

(ESV) 
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the whole Kingdom of God’s truth, beauty and goodness stretches out before you.  The possibilities of 

doing what is good within His Kingdom are infinite—costly, infinite, and of great worth! 

 

The ESV Study Bible, English Standard Version.  Wheaton, Illinois:  Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

 ministry of Good News Publishers, 2008.  Print. 

 

“But while Trueblood is right in calling discipline ‘the price’ of  

freedom, let us not forget that freedom is ‘the final reward of  

discipline.’ Children who discipline themselves to practice an  

instrument will some day be ‘free’ to play a difficult arrangement.  

Similarly, those who have exercised self-discipline in memorizing  

[and putting into practice] God's Word experience a skillful  

‘freedom’ to share Scripture with the lost as well as enjoy the 

 vast treasures that water their soul daily.”   

~Mark Hamby~ 

 

 

“The door of obedience seems small;  

but inside, the possibilities are limitless.”   

~Esther Vandiver~ 
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Upper grades 
play “Minute to 

Win It” at the 
Christmas Party 

Philip 
Herzog 
learns 
about 

Physics 

2nd Grade learns about different cultures  at the Discovery Center 

High school enjoys lunch outside 
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Staff 

Birthdays!! 

March 

March 1 - Larry Larsen 

 Lonnie Vandiver 

March 23 - Gary Stafford 

March 26 - Kim Deren  

March 30 - Luke Shawhan 

 

April 

April 5 - Christine Gillis 

April 7 - Gil Flores 

April 9 - Terry Flores 

April 14 - Cheryl Vandiver 

April 15 - James Bradley 

 

2nd Grade at the Discovery Center 

February 

Feb. 3 - Coby Cullins 

             Esther Vandiver 

Feb. 6 - Carrie Goswick 

Feb. 7 - Jeff Cymbaluk  

 

Meet Our Teachers & Staff 
 

Mr. Mosley 
 

        How many people can say they read Pliny and Ovid—in the  
        original Latin? Or who can say that they, for the most part,  
        taught themselves through middle school and high school? Our 
        very own Mr. Mosley did all of these things, and he still enjoys 
        immersing himself in Latin and learning new things. He  
graduated from Washington University in St. Louis with a degree in Ancient Studies 
and a specialty in Latin. 
          Mr. Mosley greatly enjoys teaching Latin and Logic at Grace. He says that he 
loves the sweetness and kindness of the students and the atmosphere. He also  
greatly approves of the classical teaching approach combined with Christian teaching 
principles. He enjoys spending time gardening, going on walks with his wife Erica,  
going to Latin club meetings, and learning new things.   
 Thank you for all you do at Grace, Mr. Mosley! 
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The Christmas Concert 
by Jalinn Sowersby 

 There was a breathless hush in the auditorium as people waited anxiously for the annual 

Grace Classical Academy Christmas Concert to begin. After a short introduction, the lower 

grades filed into their spots in the elevated choir loft and sang their hearts out. It was beautiful. 

There was an amazing joy flowing from those kids, something that was wonderful to see.    

Everybody knows that no one who is forced to sing actually wants to sing. But if this attitude 

was in the hearts of those elementary students, it did not show.  Finally, the upper grades came. 

About a third of this year’s middle-school choir was actually made up of high-school volun-

teers: people who used their personal free time to help the new music teacher who had found it 

in his heart to enter into an extremely stressful situation and pull together an entire Christmas 

concert in only two weeks (Thank you, Dr. Coryell). The concert was concluded with a         

hilarious and much-enjoyed song about taxes. It was an excellent concert.  In order to under-

stand how the magnificent production actually came to be, one thing must be known: God was 

with the school.  
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Possibilities: 

Mr. Bradley 

Mrs. Burrell 

Miss Cheryl 

Dr. Coryell 

Mrs. Daugherty 

Mrs. Deren 

Mrs. Flores 

Mr. Flores 

Mrs. Gillis 

Mrs. Goswick 

Mrs. Greenwood 

Mrs. Harrison 

Mrs. Herzog 

Mr. Larsen 

Mrs. Loyd 

Mrs. McNulty 

Mrs. Morris 

Mr. Mosley 

Mr. Moss 

Mrs. Nelson 

Mrs. Orrick 

Mr. Shawhan 

Mr. Stafford 

Mrs. Thompson 

Mrs. Tolbert 

Mr. Vandiver 

Mrs. Vandiver 

Mrs. Wheeler 

Mrs. Young 

Key on p. 8 
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April 2013 
 

1  No School/Easter Break 

 Tuition Payment Due 

 

5 Etiquette Banquet 

 

11 Spring Concert, 7 pm 

 

15-18 SAT Testing 

 1st Grade—High School 

 

19  K4 History Day—11 am 

 K States  

 Celebration—2:45 pm 

 

26 Science Fair 

 

February 2013 

 

1  Tuition Payment Due 

 

14 Valentine’s Day 

 

15 Mismatch Day 

  

 

18 No School/President’s 

 Day 

March 2013 
 

1  Tuition Payment Due/Last 

 Day for Reenrollment 

 Discount 

 Battle Grammatica 

 Playoffs 
 

8  End of 3rd Quarter 

 

10  Daylight Savings Time 

 Begins 

 

11-15 No School/Spring Break 

 Teacher Training/Teacher 

 Work Week 

 

12-13 Optional Parent/Teacher 

 Conferences 

 

22  Dots & Stripes Day 

 Open House 6:30 pm 

 

29  No School/Good Friday 

 

31 Easter Guess Who Solutions: 

1. Mrs. Flores 16. Mr. Vandiver 

2. Mrs. Young 17. Mrs. Orrick 

3. Mr. Bradley 18. Miss Cheryl 

4. Mrs. Greenwood 19. Mr. Flores 

5. Mr. Moss 20. Dr. Coryell 

6. Mrs. Wheeler 21. Mr. Shawhan 

7. Mrs. Tolbert 22. Mrs. Nelson 

8. Mrs. Thompson 23. Mrs. Vandiver 

9. Mrs. Gillis 24. Mrs. Daugherty 

10. Mrs. Loyd 25. Mrs. Burrell 

11. Mrs. Herzog 26. Mrs. Harrison 

12. Mr. Stafford 27. Mrs. Goswick 

13. Mrs. Deren 28. Mr. Mosley 

14. Mr. Larsen 29. Mrs. Morris 

15. Mrs. McNulty 

 

 


